
 
GREATER NEW BEDFORD REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

December 10, 2024 
6:30 P.M. 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 
PRESENT: Mr. Oliveira, Chair; Ms. Pimentel, Vice-Chair; Ms. Bettencourt; Mr. Shea; Dr. Marland;  

Mr. Kitchen. Student Caroline Pereira. 
 

EXCUSED: Mrs. Ribeiro. 
 
1. The meeting was held in person and via remote participation (YouTube) for the public.  
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 
Mrs. Fredette informed that there were no public comments submitted.  
 

3. READING AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: 
 
On a motion by Ms. Pimentel, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was voted to approve the minutes of the  
November 12, 2024 meeting. 
 
Yes – 6 No – 0 
 

4. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Ms. Bettencourt, it was voted to approve and hold the  
minutes of the executive session until the matter is completed. 

 
Yes – 6 No – 0 
 

5. APPROVAL OF BILLS: 
 
On a motion by Ms. Bettencourt, seconded by Ms. Pimentel, it was moved to approve the payment of 
bills in the amount of $853,435.95. 

 
Yes – 6 No – 0 

 
6. NOVEMBER CONFERENCE TAKEAWAYS: 

 
Superintendent Watson brought the Members up to date on the conferences that were attended in 
November and the takeaways from each of the conferences. The first was the Mass Association of 
School Superintendents and Mass Association of School Committee’s joint conference and then the 
NEASC conference that took place in Boston.  A written summary of the conference takeaways showing 
the alignment to the District Goals were submitted to Members. 
 

7. SUPERINTENDENT SHOUT-OUT: 
 
Superintendent Watson in his monthly “shoutout” expressed his appreciation of the Engineering 
Department teachers and students who engaged in the energy efficiency project in Cuttyhunk this fall.  
He thanked the engineering teachers for their kind of innovative work around this project and the 
students for being willing to participate in such a real-world study and for their efforts with the folks on 
Cuttyhunk. 
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8. The meeting was taken out of order to address item #8a – Vote to Ratify the Memoranda of Agreement 
with GNBEU Units A, B, and C. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Pimentel, seconded by Bettencourt, it was voted to ratify the memoranda of 
agreement with GNBEU Unit A. 
 
Yes – 6 No - 0 
 
On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Ms. Bettencourt, it was voted to ratify the memoranda of 
agreement with GNBEU Unit B. 
 
Yes – 6 No – 0 
 
On a motion by Ms. Bettencourt, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was voted to ratify the memoranda of 
agreement with GNBEU Unit C. 
 
Yes – 6 No - 0 
 

9. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE’S REORT: 
 
Caroline Pereira explained her report.  She informed that the school hosted the Scholastic Book Fair 
online and in person in November, the honor society and SkillsUSA members volunteered at the 
school’s open house and gave visitors tours to the building, the senior students held a fund raiser and 
raised over $4,000. 
 

10. ARTISAN REPORT:    
 
Superintendent Watson explained this month’s artisan report. This month, the artisan report centered 
around our Social Studies and Science departments in academics with each department highlighting 
activities utilized in the classrooms. In our Voc-Tech classrooms, Academies C and D were highlighted 
with classwork done in Automotive, Business Technology, Collision Technology, Cosmetology, Diesel 
Services, Information Technology and Program & Web Development, Marine Technology, 
Architectural & Mechanical Design, Engineering & Robotics, Machine Technology, Media Technology, 
Metal Fabrication & Welding, Stationary Engineering, and Visual Design. The report also highlighted 
our Cooperative Education Department. Overall, the report focused on the classroom efforts of our 
teachers. 

 
11. PARENT COMMUNICATIONS: 

 
Superintendent Watson informed that the possip surveys include feedback that we're getting from 
parents. He informed that the Possip and ThoughtExchange platforms are being evaluated. 
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12. SUPERINTENDENT’S WEEKLY UPDATES: 

 
Superintendent Watson updated the Committee with his weekly newsletters to all staff. The newsletters 
are sent every Monday morning to all faculty and staff and highlight the events taking place on a weekly 
basis. 
 

13. SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF THE RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION POLICY: 
 

The item was tabled in order to review it with the Policy Sub-Committee. 
 

14. VOTE TO APPROVE OUT OF STATE TRAVEL FOR STUDENT ATHLETES: 
 
On a motion by Ms. Bettencourt, seconded by Ms. Pimentel, it was voted to approve the Out of State 
Travel for Student Athletes as follows: 

• Ski and Snowboard trip to Ragged Mountain, NH on January 26, 2025 
• Bots Volleyball Team to Rhody Invitational, Rhode Island College on April 26, 2025 

 
Yes – 6 No – 0 
 

15. VOTE TO DESIGNATE EQUIPMENT AS SURPLUS: 
 
On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Ms. Bettencourt, it was voted to designate the following 
equipment as surplus: 
 
1. 5 - Challenger Auto Lifts – 9,000 lb. Capacity – Model #CL9 
 

 Yes – 6 No – 0 
 
16. COMMUNICATIONS: 

 
On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Ms. Pimentel, it was moved to receive and place on file the 
following communications: 
 
1. Next Monthly Meeting – January 8, 2025 – 6:00 p.m. 
2. Paige Tobin – MLM Attorneys at Law – November 15, 2024 

 
Yes – 6 No – 0 
 

17. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mr. Kitchen, it was moved to adjourn. 
 

Yes – 6 No – 0 
       Adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
 
 
       Secretary for the Committee 


