
 
GREATER NEW BEDFORD REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

June 11, 2024 
6:30 P.M. 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 
 
PRESENT: Mr. Oliveira, Ms. Pimentel; Ms. Bettencourt; Mr. Shea; Mrs. Ribeiro; Mr. Kitchen; Mr. Toomey 
 
REMOTE PARTICIPATION:   Dr. Marland.  
 
 

1. District Committee Members welcomed Mr. Paul Kitchen to the committee and thanked Mr.  
Randall Durrigan for his many years of service on the committee. 

 
2. Mrs. Fredette informed that Mr. Ryan Sylvia had rescinded his public comment.  

 
3. District Committee Members welcomed Caroline Pereira as the new student representative on the 

committee. 
 

4. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, second by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to accept the minutes of the April 
10, April 23 and May 14, 2024 meeting minutes. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Ms. Pimentel - Yes  Dr. Marland - Yes 
Ms. Bettencourt Yes  Mr. Kitchen - Abstain 
Mr. Shea - Yes  Mr. Toomey - Yes 
Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0  Abstain - 1 
 

5. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Ms. Pimentel, it was moved to approve warrant 24-11 in the 
amount of $532,997.28. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Ms. Pimentel - Yes  Dr. Marland - Yes 
Ms. Bettencourt Yes  Mr. Kitchen - Abstain 
Mr. Shea - Yes  Mr. Toomey - Yes 
Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0  Abstain – 1 
 

6. Caroline Pereira brought the Committee up to date on the events taking place amongst the student body. 
She informed of senior graduation, Pride Month and Portugues Heritage Month. 
 

7. Mr. Toomey thanked Nia Rodrigues for a job well done during the past year as the student 
representative. 

 
8. Superintendent Watson explained the Superintendent Shout Out and commended the staff, teachers, 

assistants, administrators for the incredible work that was done at graduation. 
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9. Superintendent Watson updated the Committee with the Parent Communication with Possip and the 

questions and concerns are followed up with by Ms. Dennis and that the District continues to work on 
improving. 
 

10. Principal Williams explained this month’s artisan report.   This month, the artisan report centered around 
our Math, Social Studies, Science departments in academics.  In our Voc-Tech classrooms, Academy D 
was highlighted with classwork done in Engineering, Stationary Engineering and Visual Design.   
 

11. Superintendent Watson updated the Committee with his weekly newsletters for all staff that are sent 
every Monday morning.   

 
12. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Ms. Pimentel, it was moved adopt the Student Handbook for 

the school year 2024-2025 and this be considered the second reading and adoption. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Ms. Pimentel - Yes  Dr. Marland - Yes 
Ms. Bettencourt Yes  Mr. Kitchen - Yes 
Mr. Shea - Yes  Mr. Toomey - Yes 
Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes 
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 
 

13. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Kitchen, it was moved to appoint Mr. Bruce Oliveira as 
Treasurer and Mr. Frederick Toomey as Assistant Treasurer.  
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Ms. Pimentel - Yes  Dr. Marland - Yes 
Ms. Bettencourt Yes  Mr. Kitchen - Yes 
Mr. Shea - Yes  Mr. Toomey - Yes 
Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes 
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 

 
14. Discussion was held on the Standing Sub-Committees.  Mr. Kitchen volunteered to serve on the Budget 

and Policy Sub-Committees, Ms. Pimentel volunteered to serve on the Policy Sub-Committee, Mr. 
Oliveira will serve on the Superintendent Evaluation Sub-Committee.  Mr. Oliveira stepped down from 
the Budget Sub-Committee. 
 

15. Mr. Oliveira presented the superintendent’s evaluation.  He explained that the ratings were compiled 
from the information submitted to him by all of the Members. 
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16. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Kitchen, it was moved to approve the creation of a  
Student Activity Line for the Class of 2027. 
       
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Ms. Pimentel - Yes  Dr. Marland - Yes 
Ms. Bettencourt Yes  Mr. Kitchen - Yes 
Mr. Shea - Yes  Mr. Toomey - Yes 
Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes 
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 

 
17. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was voted to designate equipment as surplus. 
 

A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Ms. Pimentel - Yes  Dr. Marland - Yes 
Ms. Bettencourt Yes  Mr. Kitchen - Yes 
Mr. Shea - Yes  Mr. Toomey - Yes 
Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes 
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 

 
18. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to receive and place on file the 

notification of resignation of Cheryl Hebert effective June 13, 2024. 
 

A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Ms. Pimentel - Yes  Dr. Marland - Yes 
Ms. Bettencourt Yes  Mr. Kitchen - Yes 
Mr. Shea - Yes  Mr. Toomey - Yes 
Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes 
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 

 
19. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to receive and place on file the 

following item: 
 

• Treasurer’s Report 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Ms. Pimentel - Yes  Dr. Marland - Yes 
Ms. Bettencourt Yes  Mr. Kitchen - Yes 
Mr. Shea - Yes  Mr. Toomey - Yes 
Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes 
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 



 
 

June 11, 2024 
6:30 P.M. 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 
 
20. Superintendent Watson recognized Mr. Robert Watt and informed of his retirement on June 30.  He   

thanked him for his years of service to the District. 
 
21. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to adjourn to Executive  

Session under Chapter 30, Section 2.  Members will not be returning to the open session. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Ms. Pimentel - Yes  Dr. Marland - Yes 
Ms. Bettencourt Yes  Mr. Kitchen - Yes 
Mr. Shea - Yes  Mr. Toomey - Yes 
Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes 
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 

 
 Adjourned to executive session 7:30 p.m. 
 
  
       Adjourned 
 
        
       Secretary for the Committee 
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