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May 14, 2024 
6:30 P.M. 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 
PRESENT: Ms. Bettencourt, Mr. Oliveira, Ms. Pimentel; Mr. Shea; Dr. Marland; Mrs. Ribeiro;  

Mr., Durrigan; Mr. Toomey 
 
 
 

1. Ms. Stuart informed that the district did not receive any public comments.  
 

2. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, second by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to appoint Superintendent Watson 
as the Secretary of the Committee. 
 
Yes – 8 No - 0 

 
3. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to nominate Mr. Wayne Oliveira 

as the Chairperson of the School Committee. 
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 

 
4. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to nominate Ms. Carol Pimentel 

as the Vice Chairperson of the School Committee. 
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 
 
Mr. Oliveira thanked Ms. Bettencourt for her year of service and the Committee Chair. 

 
5. Robert Russell from Hague and Sahady presented the audit report for the fiscal year 2023.  Mr. Russell 

reviewed the financial audit and the single audit reports to the Committee.  
 
6. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was moved to approve warrant 24-10 in the 

amount of $924,494.08. 
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 

 
7. Student representative was not in attendance to provide a report. 
 
8. Superintendent Watson explained the Superintendent Shout Out and commended Susana Dorman and 

Stacey DeAlmeida and Staff for that is involved for the Senior Awards Night presentation. 
 
9. Superintendent Watson updated the Committee with the Parent Communication with Possip and those 

questions and concerns are followed up with by Ms. Dennis.  Discussion took place on the upcoming 
school year by Mr. Shea if the future employee changes will affect the response time to the concerns.  
Mr. Toomey asked how the communication of Grade 11 and 12 families could be increased for their 
participation in the surveys. 
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10. Superintendent Watson updated the Committee with his weekly newsletters for all staff that are sent 

every Monday morning.  There were only 3 for April due to the vacation week when no letter was sent. 
 

11. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Ms. Pimentel, it was moved adopt the first reading of the 
Student Handbook for the school year 2024-2025. 
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 
 

12. A meeting date was established for the Superintendent Evaluation Sub Committee.  The date decided on 
was Wednesday, May 29, 2024 at 3:00 p.m. 

 
13. A meeting date was established for the Admission Sub Committee to meeting for the upcoming policy 

meeting.  The date decided on was Monday, June 10, 2024 at 8am.  Discussion was held on the 
upcoming visit by DESE to review the GNB Admissions Policy and was asked if the Sub Committee 
should be present at that meeting. 
 

14. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to approve out of state travel for 2 
field trips to Newport, Rhode Island.  
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 

 
15. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Ms. Pimentel, it was voted to transfer to the Transportation 

Reimbursement fund based on time and effort of unexpenditures not to exceed the Chapter 71 
reimbursement. 
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 
 

16. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was voted to designate equipment as surplus. 
       

 Yes – 8 No – 0 
 
17. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to receive and place on file the 

following items: 
• Senior Awards Night – Wednesday, May 15 2024 
• Senior Prom/After Prom Party – Thursday, May 23, 2024 
• Graduation – Friday, June 7, 2024 
• Last Day of School – Thursday, June 13, 2024 

 
Mr. Durrigan asked what the Business Professionals of America National Competition results were.  
Mr. Shea thanked Superintendent Watson for attending the competition to support the students. 
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18. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was moved to adjourn to Executive  

Session under Chapter 30, Section 2.  Members will not be returning to open session. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Ms. Pimentel - Yes  Mr. Durrigan - Yes 
Mr. Shea - Yes   Mr. Toomey - Yes 
Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes  
Dr. Marland - Yes  Ms. Bettencourt Yes 
   

 Yes – 8 No – 0 
 
 Adjourned to executive session 7:06 p.m. 
 
  
       Adjourned 
 
        
       Secretary for the Committee 
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