GREATER NEW BEDFORD REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

April 10, 2024
4:00 P.M.
New Bedford, Massachusetts

PRESENT: Ms. Bettencourt, Chair; Mr. Oliveira, Vice-Chair; Mrs. Ribeiro; Dr. Marland;
Mr. Durrigan; Mr. Toomey.

EXCUSED: MTr. Shea; Ms. Pimentel.

1. The meeting was held in person and via remote participation (YouTube) for the public.
2. PUBLIC COMMENT:

Mrs. Fredette informed that there were no public comments submitted.
3. READING AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:

On a motion by, Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was voted to approve the minutes of the
March 12 and April 2, 2024 meetings.

Yes—6 No-0

On a motion by, Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was voted to accept and hold the minutes of
the executive session until the matter is completed.

Yes—6 No-0
4. APPROVAL OF BILLS:

On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to approve the payment of bills
in the amount of $769,223.00.

Yes—6 No-0
5. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT:

Student Nia Rodrigues brought Members up to date on the student activities for the month of March and
April. She informed that SkillsUSA ranked in the top 24 in the nation and that Mr. Voc-Tech would be
held on April 25-27.

6. SUPERINTENDENT SHOUT-OUT:

Superintendent Watson in his monthly “shoutout” expressed his appreciation of Jeffrey Fortin, the
carpentry and electrical teachers and students for the play house that they built for a child that is ill.
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PARENT COMMUNICATIONS:

Superintendent Watson informed that the possip surveys includes feedback that we're getting from
parents. He informed that the family engagement department continues to reach out to families
regarding any concerns that they have.

ARTISAN REPORT:

Principal Williams explained this month’s artisan report. This month, the artisan report centered around
our Social Studies and Science departments in academics. In our Voc-Tech classrooms, Academies A
and B were highlighted with classwork done in Electrical, HVAC, Outside Construction, Carpentry,
Electrical, Plumbing and Masonry, Culinary Arts, Legal and Protective Services, Early Childhood
Education, Dental Assisting, Medical Assisting and Nurse Assisting. The report also highlighted
Jennifer Gaspar and the BPA Program.

SUPERINTENDENT’S WEEKLY UPDATES:

Superintendent Watson updated the Committee with his weekly newsletters to all staff. The newsletters
are sent every Monday morning to all faculty and staff. They highlight the work that is being done from
week to week.

FIRST READING FOR ADOPTION OF THE FY-25 OPERATING BUDGET:

On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was voted to adopt the FY-25 Operating
Budget and this be considered the first reading for adoption.

Yes -6 No -0
VOTE TO ESTABLISH A MEETING DATE TO ADOPT THE FY-25 OPERATING BUDGET:

It was the consensus of the committee to meet on Tuesday, April 23, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. for the purpose
of adopting the FY-25 Operating Budget.

Yes—6 No-0
VOTE TO ESTABLISH A STUDENT ACTIVITY LINE FOR THE TRAVEL CLUB:

On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was voted to establish a student activity line
for the Travel Club.

Yes—6 No-0
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COMMUNICATIONS:

On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to receive and place on file the
following communications:

1. Senior Awards Night — Wednesday, May 15, 2024
2. Senior Prom/After Prom Party — Thursday, May 23, 2024
3. Graduation — Friday, June 7, 2024

Yes—6 No-0

EXECUTIVE SESSION UNDER CHAPTER 30, SECTION 21:

On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was moved to adjourn to Executive
Session under Chapter 30, Section 21 to meet for the purpose of discussing strategy with respect to
collective bargaining with the GNBEU, to meet for the purpose of discussing strategy with respect to
collective bargaining with the GNBAU, to meet for the purpose of discussing strategy with respect to
negotiations with non-union personnel as the Chair has determined that an open meeting would have a
detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the committee. Members will not be returning to open
session.

A roll call vote was taken as follows:

Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes Mr. Toomey - Yes
Dr. Marland - Yes Mr. Oliveira - Yes
Mr. Durrigan - Yes Ms. Bettencourt Yes
Yes—6 No-0

Adjourned to executive session 4:45 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT:
On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was moved to adjourn.

Yes—6 No-0

Adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

Secretary for the Committee
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