
GREATER NEW BEDFORD REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
 

December 12, 2023 
6:30 P.M. 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 
 
PRESENT: Ms. Bettencourt, Chair; Mr. Oliveira, Vice-Chair; Ms. Pimentel; Mr. Shea; Mrs. Ribeiro;  

Dr. Marland; Mr. Durrigan; Student Nia Rodrigues. 
 

EXCUSED: Mr. Toomey. 
 
1. The meeting was held in person and via remote participation (YouTube) for the public.   
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 
Mrs. Fredette informed that there were no public comments submitted.   

 
3. READING AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: 

 
On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was voted to approve the minutes of the  
November 14, 2023 meeting. 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 
On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Ms. Pimentel, it was voted to accept and hold the minutes of 
the executive session until the matter is completed. 
 
Yes – 7 No  - 0 
 

4. APPROVAL OF BILLS: 
 
On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was moved to approve the payment of bills  
in the amount of $506,708.65. 

 
Yes – 7 No – 0 

 
5. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT: 

 
Nia Rodrigues brought Committee Members up to date on the events taking place amongst the student 
body.  She explained that there was a teacher versus student basketball game with a game of musical 
chairs at half time, there was a best dressed contest held by the student council, the craft fair was held on 
November 25 and 26. The class of 2024 held a crispy cream fundraiser that raised approximately 
$6,000.  The SkillsUSA fall leadership conference took place on November 19 and 20.  Open house was 
held on November 19.  BPA is currently doing a clothing drive where all of the donations are going to 
Gifts to Give. This week is spirit week and students get to dress according to the theme of the day. This 
Saturday, students will be volunteering with Wreaths Across America. Mr. & Mrs. Voc-Tech 
competition signups have taken place and the event will be held sometime in March. 
�
 
 
 



December 12, 2023 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 

        Page 2 
 
 

6. GOAL / PROGRESS PRESENTATION: 
 
Superintendent Watson informed that Mr. Angelo, Academic Director and Mrs. Rebelo, CTE Director 
would be presenting around two objectives that are listed on the District’s SMART Goals. One common 
formative assessments and academics and two the new program SkillsPlus which monitors the student’s 
progress towards the chapter 74 competencies in the respective programs. 
 
Superintendent Watson informed that for the next several months we will  bring a different member of 
our administrative team to kind of highlight our work towards our goals. 

 
 Mr. Angelo explained creating and analyzing common formative assessments in all academic classes,  

infusing culturally responsive teaching practices, benchmark assessment, culturally responsive lessons in  
all of the academic subjects. 
 
Mrs. Rebelo explained the CVTE Goals, competency tracking, implementing and tracking skills  
assessment, program frameworks, SkillsPlus Program, completed assessments to date by academy,  
completed projects to date by academy, culturally responsive teaching in each shop area,  
 

7. PARENT COMMUNICATIONS:   
�
Superintendent Watson informed that the possip surveys includes feedback that we're getting from 
parents.�
 

8. SUPERINTENDENT SHOUT-OUT:   
 
Superintendent Watson in his monthly “shoutout” expressed his appreciation of Mrs. Fredette for her 
contributions to the Greater New Bedford Voc-Tech School Committee for the last 30 years and for the 
work that she has done and continues to do in the Superintendent’s Office. 
�

9. ARTISAN REPORT:    
 
Principal Williams explained this month’s artisan report.   This month, the artisan report centered around 
our English department in academics with highlighting activities utilized in the classrooms.  In our Voc-
Tech classrooms, Academies A and B were highlighted with classwork done in Carpentry, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Off Campus Construction, Culinary Arts, Dental Assisting, Legal & Protective Services, 
Nurse Assisting, Medical Assistant Placement.  The report also highlighted our Attendance Office, Dean 
of Admissions & Exploratory, SkillsUSA and the annual Memorial Service.   
 

10. SUPERINTENDENT’S WEEKLY UPDATES:  Superintendent Watson updated the Committee with 
his weekly newsletters to all staff.   The newsletters are sent every Monday morning to all faculty and 
staff.  
   

11. LAW SOCIETY CLUB: 
 
Kellie Martin, Co-Advisor of the Law Society Club brought Members up to date regarding the request to 
return student activity funds back to the Law Society Club student activity account. 
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 On a motion by Mr. Oliveira, seconded by Ms. Pimentel, it was voted to return the student activity funds  

in the amount of $2,287.20 back to the Law Society Club student activity account. 
 
 Yes – 7 No – 0 
 
12. VOTE TO APPROVE HVAC PROPRIETARY SPECIFICATIONS: 

 
On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was voted to approve the HVAC Proprietary 
Specifications as submitted. 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

13. VOTE TO APPROVE OUT OF STATE TRAVEL FOR THE TRAVEL CLUB: 
 
On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mr. Oliveira, it was voted to approve out of state travel for the 
Travel Club to travel to Washington DC from May 2 to May 6, 2024. 
 
Yes – 6 No - 1 
 

14. VOTE TO APPROVE OUT OF STATE TRAVEL FOR THE SKI CLUB: 
 
On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was voted to approve out of state travel for 
the Ski Club to travel to New Hampshire, Maine and/or Vermont during the 2023/24 winter season on 
dates to be determined in the near future. 
 
Yes – 7 No - 0 
 

15. VOTE TO DESIGNATE EQUIPMENT AS SURPLUS: 
 
On a motion by Mr. Oliveira, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was voted to designate the following 
equipment as surplus: 
 

 Dell Latitude Laptops – 50 
 Amazon Fire Tablet – 45 
 iMac – 20 
 Old Audio Rack - 1 

 
Yes – 7 No – 0 

 
16. REPORT ON PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS, RETIREMENTS OR RESIGNATIONS: 

 
On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was moved to receive and place on file the 
following notification of resignation: 
 
1. Nicholas Faulkner effective January 1, 2024 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
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17. COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was moved to receive and place on file the 
following communications: 
 
1. Bill Fleming ARC Mechanical – December 4, 2023 
2. Donation from Toyota of Dartmouth 

 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

18. EXECUTIVE SESSION UNDER CHAPTER 30, SECTION 21: 
 
On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to adjourn to Executive  
Session under Chapter 30, Section 21 to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining with the  
GNBEU and GNBAU and to discuss strategy with respect to non-union personnel as the Chair has 
determined that an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the 
committee.  Members will not be returning to open session. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Ms. Pimentel - Yes   Mr. Durrigan - Yes 
Mr. Shea - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes 
Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes  Ms. Bettencourt Yes   
Dr. Marland - Yes  
   

 Yes – 7 No – 0 
 
 Adjourned to executive session 8:20 p.m. 
 
19. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to adjourn. 
 

Yes – 7 No – 0 
       Adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
 
       Secretary for the Committee 


