
GREATER NEW BEDFORD REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

August 8, 2023 
6 P.M. 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 
 
PRESENT: Ms. Bettencourt, Chair; Mr. Oliveira, Vice-Chair; Ms. Pimentel; Mr. Shea; Mrs. Ribeiro;  

Dr. Marland; Mr. Durrigan; Mr. Toomey; Student Nia Rodrigues. 
 
1. The meeting was held in person and via remote participation (YouTube) for the public.   
 
2. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was moved to adjourn to Executive  

Session under Chapter 30, Section 21 to vote to ratify the MOA with the GNBEU Unit A as the  
Chair has determined that an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of  
the committee.  Members will be returning to open session. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Ms. Pimentel - Yes   Mr. Toomey - Yes 
Mr. Shea - Yes  Dr. Marland - Yes 
Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes   
Mr. Durrigan - Yes  Ms. Bettencourt Yes 
   

 Yes – 8 No – 0 
 
 Returned to regular session at 6:25 p.m. 

 
3. Mrs. Fredette informed that there were no public comments submitted. 
 
4. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Ms. Pimentel, it was voted to approve the minutes of the  

June 13, 2023 meeting. 
 
Yes – 8 No - 0 
 

5. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Ms. Pimentel, it was moved to approve the payment of bills  
in the amounts of $978,988.16 and $1,270,022.91. 

 
Yes – 8 No – 0 

 
6. Superintendent Watson expressed his appreciation of the facilities and full year staff for their efforts 

during the large construction projects that have taken place this summer. 
 
7. Ms. Bettencourt welcomed student Nia Rodrigues. 

 
8. Nia Rodrigues brought Committee Members up to date on the events taking place amongst the student 

body.  She informed of the SkillsUSA Competition that took place in June, the Fall sports tryouts were 
currently taking place and Freshmen Orientation would be taking place on August 22nd. 
 

9. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was voted to authorize the treasurer to 
borrow from time to time in anticipation of revenue. 

 
Yes – 8 No – 0 
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10. Superintendent Watson explained the 2023/2027 District Improvement Plan.  He informed that 
Administrators, Teachers and Teaching Assistants worked to put the plan together. 
 

11. Mrs. Ribeiro stated that the objectives were excellent and that she is looking forward to seeing the  
actions that go along with the objectives. 
 

12. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was voted to approve the 2023/27 District  
Improvement Plan as submitted. 
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 
 

13. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was voted to approve the list of out of state 
travel for student athletes to participate in out of state activities during the 2023/24 year. 

 
Yes – 8 No - 0 

 
14. Superintendent Watson explained the need to increase the hourly rates for the GNB-VTI program.  He 

informed that outside funding helps to support the program.  The account is healthy and strong. They are 
looking to partner with local organizations in order to enhance the program. 
 

15. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was voted to approve the increase to the GNB-
VTI hourly rates as submitted. 
 
Yes – 8 No - 0 
 

16. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was voted to approve the change to the 
2023/24 school calendar to reflect the movement of the Junior Prom to May 3, 2024 from May 10, 2024. 

 
Yes – 8 No - 0  
 

17. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was voted to designate equipment as surplus. 
 

Yes – 8 No – 0 
 
18. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was moved to receive and place on file the 

following early notifications of retirement: 
 
1. Kristine Silva effective October 31, 2024. 
2. Helder Angelo effective June 30, 2024. 
3. Robert Watt effective June 28, 2024. 
4. Susana Dorman effective September 4, 2024 
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 
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19. On a motion by Ms. Pimentel, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was moved to receive and place on file the 
following notification of retirement: 

 
1. Patricia Carroll-Fingliss effective December 31, 2023.  
 
Yes – 8 No – 0 
 

20. On a motion by Ms. Pimentel, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was moved to receive and place on file the 
following notification of resignation:  
 
1. Randall Allender effective the end of the 2022/23 school year. 

 
Yes – 8 No – 0 
 

21. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to receive and place on file the 
following communications: 
 
1. Norris, Murray & Peloquin, L.L.C. – June 9, 2023. 
2. Communication to Downdraft Technologies – July 10, 2023. 

 
Yes – 8 No – 0 
 

22. Mr. Oliveira informed that he had toured the building and visited all of the new construction areas.  He  
thanked Superintendent Watson, Zeb Arruda and Maciel Pais for the tour. 

  
23. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to adjourn. 
 

Yes – 8 No – 0 
 
 

       Adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
 
 
       Secretary for the Committee 
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