
GREATER NEW BEDFORD REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
 

April 11, 2023 
6:30 P.M. 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 
 
PRESENT: Dr. Marland, Chair; Ms. Bettencourt; Vice-Chair; Mr. Shea; Mrs. Ribeiro; Mr. Oliveira;  

Mr. Durrigan; Mr. Toomey; Student Elijah Gonsalves. 
  
  
1. The meeting was held in person and via remote participation (YouTube) for the public.   
 
2. There were no public comments submitted. 
 
3. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was voted to approve the minutes of the  

March 14, 2023 meeting. 
 

 Yes – 7 No – 0 
 
4. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Toomey, it was voted to approve and hold the minutes of the 

executive session until the matter has been completed. 
 

Yes – 7 No – 0 
 
5. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was moved to approve the payment of bills 

in the amount of $850,579.30. 
 

Yes – 7 No – 0 
 
6. Superintendent Watson recognized the Facilities Team, Zeb Arruda and Matt Whitlow for their work on 

the Health Center. 
 

7. Superintendent Watson informed that Family Engagement will continue to monitor the feedback from 
the possip surveys until the end of the year. 
 

8. Principal Williams explained the April Artisan Report.   
 

9. Superintendent Watson presented the Superintendents Weekly Update that were sent to staff. 
 

10. Elijah Gonsalves informed that BPA will be competing in California, BPA and SkillsUSA will be 
volunteering at Gifts to Give on May 6, the Christian Club conducted a food drive for the Salvation 
Army, Co-op students have earned a total of $1,000,000 in salaries this year, May 8-12 is Teacher 
Appreciation week, the Student Advisory Committee set up a basket for donating unwanted fruit in the 
cafeteria.  Martin driving school will be taking applications for driving classes. 
 

11. Superintendent Watson explained the FY-24 Operating Budget in depth.  He informed that the District is 
looking at population trends to forecast where students may be enrolled in high school.  He explained 
that all programs and all students will receive help in paying for their required certifications.  The 
District is working to upgrade all of the areas that need it and applying for grant funding to help defray 
the cost.  The District will be providing new Chromebook for all freshman.  There is a 2% cost of living 
increase for all staff included in the budget.  The cost of health insurance has increased considerably. 
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12. Mr. Shea stated that this was the best budget presentation that he has seen thus far. 
 

13. Mr. Oliveira informed that he is supportive of the budget process.  The Team did an excellent job.  He 
supports the allocation of funds for the new positions and also supports Superintendent Watson. 
 

14. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mr. Oliveira, it was voted to Adopt the FY-24 Operating 
Budget and this be considered the first reading for adoption. 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

15. It was the consensus of the Committee to meet on Wednesday, April 26 at 5:30 p.m. for the purpose of 
adopting the FY-24 Operating Budget.  
 

16. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Ms. Bettencourt, it was voted to approve the 
Adult/Continuing Education Support Specialist job description. 
 
Yes – 7 No - 0 
 

17. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to approve the following 
position salary scales: 

• Director levels 
• Facility Management Coordinator 
• Adult/Continuing Education Support Specialist 

 
Yes – 7 No - 0 
 

18. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was voted to Transfer Revolving Funds 
Balances as submitted. 

 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

19. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Ms. Bettencourt, it was voted to approve Out of State Travel 
for the track team to travel to White Plains, NY for the Loucks games in May. 

 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

20. Discussion was held on the track team using three school vans to travel to White Plains, NY for the 
Loucks games in May. 

 
21. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was voted to authorize the track team to use the 

school vans to travel to White Plains, NY for the Loucks games in May. 
 
Yes – 7  No - 0 
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22. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was moved to amend the previous motion and 
authorize the District to provide a bus for the track team to travel to White Plains, NY for the Loucks 
games in May. 
 
Yes – 7  No - 0 
 

23. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was voted to designate equipment as surplus. 
 

Yes – 7 No - 0 
 
24. On a motion by Ms. Bettencourt, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to receive and place on file 

the following notifications of resignation: 
 
1. Olivia Rego effective the end of the school year. 
2. Laura Gomez effective June 15, 2023 

 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

25. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to adjourn. 
 
 Yes – 7 No – 0 
 
       Adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
 
       Secretary for the Committee 


