
 
 
GREATER NEW BEDFORD REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

June 14, 2022 
6:00 P.M. 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 
 
PRESENT: Dr. Marland, Chair; Ms. Bettencourt; Vice-Chair; Mr. Shea; Mrs. Ribeiro; Mr. Oliveira;  

Mr. Durrigan; Mr. Toomey; Student Sarah Lopes. 
 

  
1. The meeting was held in person and via remote participation (YouTube) for the public.   
 
2. On a motion by Mr. Oliveira, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to adjourn to Executive  

Session under Chapter 30, Section 21 to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining with the  
GNBEU, to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining with the GNBAU and to discuss 
strategy with respect to negotiations with non-union personnel.  Members will be returning to open 
session. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Ms. Bettencourt Yes  Mr. Durrigan - Yes 
Mr. Shea - Yes  Mr. Toomey - Yes   
Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes  Dr. Marland - Yes   
Mr. Oliveira - Yes  
   

 Yes – 7 No – 0 
 
 Adjourned to Executive Session at 6:04 p.m. 

 
Returned to open session at 6:30 p.m. 
 

3. Mrs. Fredette informed that there had been three public comments submitted. 
 

• Ms. Cathy Houtman regarding parental leave. 
• Mr. Ryan Sylvia regarding a climate survey. 
• Ms. Sarah Hartley regarding parental leave. 

 
4. Sarah Lopes introduced Elijah Gonsalves as the new student representative. 
 
5. District Committee Members welcomed student Elijah Gonsalves. 

 
6. Sarah Lopes brought Members up to date on the events that had taken place amongst the student body.  

She informed that the student athletes had participated in a program at the school with Dr. Larkin.  
Family engagement staff and the nurses held a fundraiser and donated the proceeds to doctors across the 
borders. The seniors had their yearbook signing and a picnic.  Senior prom was held at Whites of 
Westport.  After prom fundraisers have taken place to raise funds for next year.  The student council will 
be collecting clothing to donate to other countries.   
 

7. Mr. Toomey thanked Sarah for her contribution to the committee. 
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8. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was voted to approve the minutes of the  
May 10, 2022 meeting. 
 

 Yes – 7 No – 0 
 
9. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to approve and hold the minutes  

of the executive session until the matter is completed. 
 

Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

10. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to approve the payment of bills  
in the amount of $751,152.23. 

 
Yes – 6 No – 0 

 
11. Superintendent Watson commended all staff for the part that they play in educating our students. 
 
12. Superintendent Watson explained the possip checks and that it will be moving to family engagement.  

As the comments come in, calls will be made in real time. 
 

13. Principal Williams explained the Artisan Report.  He commended student Sarah Lopes for all of her 
hard work and initiatives throughout the year. 
 

14. Discussion was held on the student handbook for the 2022/23 school year. 
 

15. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was voted to adopt the 2022/23 student 
handbook and this be considered the second reading and adoption. 
 
Yes – 7 No - 0 
 

16. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was voted to ratify the contract between Greater 
New Bedford Regional Vocational Technical High School and the Greater New Bedford Administrators 
Union. 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

17. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was voted to ratify the contract between Greater 
New Bedford Regional Vocational Technical High School and the Greater New Bedford Educators 
Union – Unit C. 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

18. On a motion by Ms. Bettencourt, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was voted to appoint Mr. Bruce Oliveira 
to the position of Treasurer. 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
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19. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was voted to appoint Mr. Frederick Toomey to 
the position of Assistant Treasurer. 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

20. Discussion was held on the Standing Sub-Committees.  Ms. Bettencourt will serve as the New Bedford 
Member on the Payroll & Warrant and the Superintendent Evaluation Sub-Committees. 
 

21. On a motion Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was voted to approve the updated Director of 
Athletics and Student Life job description and pay scale as submitted. 

 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

22. Mr. Toomey presented the superintendent’s evaluation.   
 

23. On amotion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was moved accept the superintendent’s 
evaluation as submitted. 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

24. On a motion by Ms. Bettencourt, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to receive and place on file 
the following early notifications of retirement: 
 
1. Nanette Labelle-Groebe effective June 30, 2023. 
2. Joanne O’Neill effective the end of the 2023 school year. 
3. Lori Russell-Pelsue effective June 30, 2023. 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

25. On a motion by Ms. Bettencourt, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to receive and place on file 
the notification of resignation of Christopher Golembewski effective the end of the 2021/22 school year. 

 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

26. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to receive and place on file the 
following communications: 
 
1. Reappointment of Michael Shea to the GNBVT District School Committee 
2. NEASC – Bruce Sievers – May 9, 2022 
3. Murphy, Lamere & Murphy, P.C. – June 8, 2022 

 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

27. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to adjourn. 
 

Yes – 7 No - 0 
       Adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
       Secretary for the Committee 
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