
GREATER NEW BEDFORD REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

April 12, 2022 
6:00 P.M. 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 
 
PRESENT: Mr. Toomey, Chairman; Mr. Durrigan; Mr. Shea; Atty. Walsh; Mr. Oliveira; Sarah Lopes. 
 
REMOTE PARTICIPATION:     Dr. Marland, Vice-Chair. 
 
EXCUSED: Mrs. Ribeiro. 
  
1. The meeting was held in person and via remote participation (YouTube) for the public. 

 
2. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was moved to adjourn to Executive  

Session under Chapter 30, Section 21 to discuss strategy with respect to collective  
bargaining with the GNBEU, to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining with the GNBAU 
and to discuss strategy with respect to ongoing litigation.  Members will be returning to open session. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Mr. Durrigan - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes 
Atty. Walsh - Yes  Dr. Marland - Yes   
Mr. Shea - Yes  Mr. Toomey - Yes   
Ms. Bettencourt Yes    

  
Yes – 7 No – 0 

 
 Adjourned to Executive Session at 6:03 p.m. 
 
3. Returned to open session at 6:30 p.m.   
 

A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Mr. Durrigan - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes 
Atty. Walsh - Yes  Dr. Marland - Yes   
Mr. Shea - Yes  Mr. Toomey - Yes   
Ms. Bettencourt Yes    

  
Yes – 7 No – 0 

 
4. On a motion by Ms. Bettencourt, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was voted to approve the minutes of the  
 March 8, 2022 meeting. 

 
 Yes – 7 No – 0 
 
5. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Ms. Bettencourt, it was moved to approve and hold the minutes  

of the executive session until the matter is completed. 
 

Yes – 7 No – 0 
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6. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was voted to move items #7i and #7c out of  
 order. 
 
 Yes – 7 No – 0 
 
7. On a motion by Atty. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was voted to ratify the contract with the  
 GNBEU – Unit B. 
 

A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Mr. Durrigan - Yes  Mr. Oliveira - Yes 
Atty. Walsh - Yes  Dr. Marland - Yes   
Mr. Shea - Yes  Mr. Toomey - Yes   
Ms. Bettencourt Yes    

  
Yes – 7 No – 0 

 
8. Superintendent Watson explained his report on entry findings. 
 
9. Mr. Shea stated that the Superintendent is looking at two things that are important to all; building  
 trust and making the message clear.  We need to trust each other in order to do the best job we can do. 

 
10. Dr. Marland commended Superintendent Watson for doing a great job so far. 
 
11. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Ms. Bettencourt, it was moved to accept the report on entry  
 findings. 

 
Yes – 7 No – 0 

 
12. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was moved to approve the payment of bills  

in the amount of $957,948.10. 
 

Yes – 7 No – 0 
 
13. Zeb Arruda brought Members up to date on the work that is being done throughout the building.   He  

explained that the Church Street entrance is almost complete.  The plants and flowers will be  
installed and the gates will soon be operational.  Work is being done on the athletic shed.  Eight  
bathrooms have been upgraded throughout the building. They are now ADA compliant and up to code. 
The lighting in the Machine and Marine shops have been upgraded. He informed that all of the inhouse  
work has been done by our staff and students.  The security department will be moved to the old  
business office, a new security area will be built in the front of the school, the cosmetology shop will be  
updated as soon as the senior students sign out and the HVAC project will consist of replacing AC and  
heating units in the shops which will provide better heating and ventilation. 

 
14. Mr. Shea commended Mr. Arruda, staff and students for their efforts in completing all of the work that  

had been done throughout the building.  Great collaboration by all. 
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15. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was moved to accept the facilities update as  
presented. 
 
Yes – 7 No - 0 

 
16. Maciel Pais explained the work that is being done throughout the building by the IT Department.  The  

department manages all technology, telephones, security cameras, laptops, chrome books and all repair 
tickets that are submitted by students, staff and parents. The library visual catalogue was upgraded.  An 
electronic request system has been installed in the copy center. Centralized workflow printers have been 
installed throughout the building.  Wifi access inside and outside of the building to be turned on shortly. 
 Frontline evaluation system is online.  A new translating system is in place.  E-rate infrastructure 
upgrades to be done.  New backup and cooling systems to be installed. 
 

17. On a motion by Atty. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Shea, it was moved to accept the technology update as  
presented. 

 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

18. Superintendent Watson recognized Beverly Rebello for spear heading the CVTE Initiative and Robert  
Watt and Dana McCann for their work on the Advisory Dinner Meeting. 

 
19. Superintendent Watson explained that the family engagement specialists have taken over  

communicating with families and that he is hoping that parent communications will increase. 
 
20. Principal Williams explained the Artisan Report.  He commended Sue Demers for all of her work on  

MCAS, School Resource Officer Leanne Fisher for her work on the staff A.L.i.C.E. Training and Dana  
McCann for preparing the Artisan Report slide show. 

 
21. Mr. Shea stated that it is great to get the artisan report ahead of time.  It gives Members are chance to  

thoroughly look over the information. 
 

22. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mr. Oliveira, it was moved to receive and place on file the  
Artisan Report. 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

23. Student Sarah Lopes brought Members up to date on the events taking place amongst the student body.   
She informed that the spaghetti dinner fund raiser to benefit the Theatre Company was a huge success.   
57 awards were won by GNBVT students at the BPA Leadership Conference.  Kindness day was on 
April 1st.  Miss New Bedford came to Voc-Tech. Her visit made a huge social impact on our students. 

 
24. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was moved to receive and place on file the  

Student Representative’s Report. 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

25. Discussion was held on the FY-23 Operating Budget. 
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26. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was voted to adopt the FY-23 Operating  
Budget and this be considered the first reading for adoption. 

 
Yes – 7 No – 0 

 
27. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Ms. Bettencourt, it was voted to approve a 2% cost of living 

increase for non-union personnel for the 2022/23 school year. 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

28. On a motion Mr. Shea, seconded by Mr. Oliveira, it was voted to increase the GNB Vocational 
Technical Institute student hourly wage to $14.25. 
 
Yes - 7  No – 0 

 
29. Mark Thornhill explained the request for out of state travel for student athletes. 

 
30. On a motion by Atty. Walsh, seconded by Ms. Bettencourt, it was voted to approve the out of state 

travel for the track student athletes to compete in in the Loucks Track and Field Games in White Plains, 
NY. 
 
Yes – 7 No - 0 
 

31. On a motion by Mr. Shea, seconded by Ms. Bettencourt, it was voted to designate equipment as surplus. 
 

Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

32. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Ms. Bettencourt, it was moved to hold a meeting on April 
26th at 6:00 p.m. for the purpose of adopting the FY-23 Operating Budget. 
 
Yes – 7 No - 0 
 

33. On a motion by Atty. Walsh, seconded by Ms. Bettencourt, it was moved to receive and place on file the 
early notification of retirement of Susan LeBlanc effective the end of the 2022/23 school year. 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

34. On a motion by Atty. Walsh, seconded by Ms. Bettencourt, it was moved to receive and place on file the 
notification of retirement of June Meunier effective June 30, 2022. 
 
Yes – 7 No – 0 
 

35. Stephanie Canery addressed the District Committee regarding the FMLA/Parental Leave Policy. 
 
36. On a motion by Ms. Bettencourt, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was moved to adjourn. 
 

Yes - 7  No – 0 
       Adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
       Secretary for the Committee 


