
 
 
GREATER NEW BEDFORD REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

May 11. 2021 
6:30 P.M. 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 
 
PRESENT: Mr. Durrigan, Chairman; Mr. Toomey, Vice-Chairman; Atty. Walsh; Mr. Oliveira; 

Mrs. Ribeiro; Dr. Marland; Ethan Mouri. 
 

EXCUSED: Mr. Shea. 
 
1. The meeting was held via remote participation (YouTube) for the public. 

 
2. Mrs. Fredette informed that there were no public comments submitted.  
 
3. Superintendent O’Brien introduced the student award recipients and also read their bios. 

 
4. Mrs. Ribeiro congratulated all of the student award recipients and informed that the Members were 

extremely proud of them for all of their achievements during such difficult times. 
 

5. The meeting was turned over to James O’Brien as Chairman pro-tem in order to proceed with the 
election of officers for the 2021/22 school year. 
 

6. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to nominate Frederick Toomey 
of New Bedford as Chairman. 

 
Yes – 6 No – 0 

 
7. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was moved to close nominations. 
 

Yes – 6  No – 0 
 
8. The Regional District Committee voted for the Chairman.   
 
9. Superintendent-Director O’Brien announced that Frederick Toomey was unanimously voted for the 

position of Chairman of the Greater New Bedford Regional Vocational Technical High School District 
Committee.   

 
10. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was moved to nominate Dr. Cynthia Marland 

of Dartmouth as Vice-Chair. 
 
Yes – 6 No – 0  

 
11. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was moved to close nominations. 
 

Yes – 6 No – 0   
 
12. The Regional District Committee voted for the Vice-Chair. 
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13. Superintendent-Director O’Brien announced that Dr. Cynthia Marland was unanimously voted for the 

position of Vice-Chair of the Greater New Bedford Regional Vocational Technical High School District 
Committee.   

 
14. Frederick Toomey assumed Chairmanship. 
 
15. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to appoint Michael Watson as 

Secretary to the Greater New Bedford Regional Vocational Technical High School District Committee 
effective July 1, 2021 through April 30, 2022. 
 
Yes – 6 No – 0 
 

16. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was moved to approve the minutes of the 
April 13 and April 26, 2021 meetings. 
 
Yes – 6 No – 0 
 

17. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was moved to approve and hold the minutes 
of the executive session until the matter has been completed. 
 
Yes – 6 No – 0 
 

18. On a motion by Atty. Walsh, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to approve the payment of bills in 
the amount of $711,346.42. 
 
Yes – 6 No – 0 
 

19. Superintendent-Elect Watson explained that Mrs. Pinho continues to contact parents who have questions 
and will continue to do so until the end of the school year. 
 

20. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was moved to receive and place on file the 
April Attendance Report. 
 
Yes – 6 No – 0 
 

21. Superintendent O’Brien, Superintendent-Elect Watson and Principal Watt explained the May Artisan 
Report. 
 

22. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was moved to receive and place on file the 
May Artisan Report. 
 
Yes – 6 No - 0 
 

23. Student Ethan Mouri brought Members up to date on the events taking place amongst the student body. 
 
 

May 11, 2021 
       New Bedford, Massachusetts 

        Page 3 



 
 

24. Superintendent-Elect Watson brought the Members up to date on the status of the Principal position.  He 
informed that Mr. Warley Williams was selected as the new principal. 
 

25. Superintendent-Elect Watson brought Members up to date on the timeline for the Director of Human 
Resources Search.  He informed that the applications would be reviewed within the next few days and 
interviews would be setup for the week of May 17th.  He informed that he would interview the final 
candidates during the week of May 24th. 
 

26. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was voted to transfer to the FY-22 
Transportation Reimbursement Fund based on time and effort of unexpenditures not to exceed the 
Chapter 71 reimbursement amount. 
 
Yes – 6 No – 0 
 

27. Discussion was held on sick days for staff on quarantine. 
 
28. On a motion by Atty. Walsh, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was voted to reinstate the sick days for 

employees who were quarantined as a result of being in contact with students under their employment. 
 
Yes – 6 No – 0 
 

29. On a motion by Atty. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was voted to adopt Policy BEDH – Public 
Comment at School Committee Meetings and this be considered the first reading for adoption. 
 
Yes – 6 No – 0 
 

30. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Oliveira, it was voted to designate equipment as surplus. 
 
Yes – 6 No – 0 

 
31. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was moved to receive and place on file the 

early notification of retirement of Steven Walker effective June 30, 2022. 
 
Yes – 6 No – 0 
 

32. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Durrigan, it was moved to receive and place on file the 
following communications: 
 
1. GNB Voc-Tech Athletics Recognition Invitation – May 28, 2021 – 3:15 p.m. 
2. Senior Awards Night Invitation – June 2, 2021 – 6:00 p.m. 
3. Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching 
4. SkillsUSA Competition Winners 
5. Questions and Answers on Full Return of Students 
6. Frederick W. Clark – Bridgewater State University – April 26, 2021 

 
 Yes – 6 No – 0 
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33. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Atty. Walsh, it was moved to adjourn to Executive Session  
under Chapter 30, Section 21 to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining with the teachers’ 
union.  Members will not be returning to open session. 

 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Atty. Walsh - Yes   Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes 
Mr. Oliveira - Yes    Mr. Durrigan - Yes 
Dr. Marland - Yes   Mr. Toomey - Yes    
    

 Yes – 6 No – 0 
 
 Adjourned to Executive Session at 7:33 p.m. 
 
34. On a motion by Mr. Durrigan, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to adjourn.  
 
 Yes – 6 No – 0 
 
       Adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 
       Secretary for the Committee 


