
 
 
GREATER NEW BEDFORD REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
 

April 9, 2019 
6:30 P.M. 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 
 
PRESENT: Mr. Shea, Chairman; Mrs. Ribeiro, Vice Chairwoman; Dr. Marland; Mr. Toomey; Mr. Amaral 

and student Cameron Costa. 
 
EXCUSED: Mr. Durrigan; Atty. Walsh; Mr. Tillett. 
  
 
1. Mr. Shea stated that as required under Chapter 71 of the General Laws as amended in 1972 by the   
 addition of Section 38N, "The School Committee of each city, town or regional school district shall hold 
 a public hearing on its proposed annual budget not less than  ten days after publication of a notice 
 thereof in a newspaper having general circulation in such city, town or district to which such hearing 
 may from time to time be adjourned, all interested persons shall be given the opportunity to be heard for 
 or against the whole or any part of the proposed budget, "therefore, in accordance with Massachusetts 
 General Laws and as advertised in the Standard Times on  March 31, 2019, this is a public hearing of the 
  proposed Greater New Bedford Regional Vocational Technical High School District Operating & 
 Capital Costs Budget for fiscal year commencing July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020. 
 
2. Mr. Shea asked if any interested party wished to be heard for or against the whole or any part of the  

proposed budget. 
 
3. Mr. Shea stated that as required under the Massachusetts School Choice Law contained in the Education 

Reform Act of 1993, "The School Committee of each city, town or regional school district shall hold a 
public hearing on School Choice not less than ten days after publication of a notice thereof in a 
newspaper having general circulation in such city, town or district to which such hearing may from time 
to time be adjourned, all interested persons shall be given the opportunity to be heard for or against 
school choice," therefore, in accordance with Massachusetts School Laws and as advertised in the 
Standard Times on  March 31, 2019, this is a public hearing on School Choice for fiscal year 
commencing July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020. 

 
4. Mr. Shea asked if any interested party wished to be heard for or against School Choice. 
 
5. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to close the public hearing. 
 
 Yes – 4 No – 0 
 
6. It was the consensus of the Committee to waive the reading of the notice of the meeting. 

 
7. Mr. Amaral arrived at 7:10 p.m. 
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8. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Amaral, it was moved to approve the payment of bills in 
the amount of $307,902.84. 
 
Yes – 5 No – 0 
 

9. Student Olivia Benoit explained the National NASA Challenge Video.  She informed that our video had 
placed second and would be shown in social media, seminars and displayed in newsletters. 
 

10. Maciel Pais explained the GNB Voc-Tech APP.  He informed that the process is in the beginning stages 
and the mission was to bring everything to one platform.  He informed that parents will have an account 
and will be able to choose how they receive notifications from the school. 
 

11. Principal Watt and Principal Watson explained the April Artisan Report. 
 

12. Student Cameron Costa brought Members up to date on the events taking place amongst the student 
body. 
 

13. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to adjourn to executive session 
under chapter 30, section 21 to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with union and 
non-union personnel.  Members will be returning to open session. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Mr. Amaral - Yes   Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes 
Dr. Marland - Yes   Mr. Shea - Yes 
Mr. Toomey - Yes  
   

 Yes – 5 No – 0 
 
Adjourned to Executive Session at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Returned to Regular Session at 7:30 p.m. 
 

14. Dr. Marland presented the recommendation by the business manager interview sub-committee. 
   

15. District Committee interviewed Pamela Stuart for the Business Manager position. 
 

16. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to appoint Pamela Stuart to the 
position of Business Manager.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Mr. Amaral - Yes   Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes 
Dr. Marland - Yes   Mr. Shea - Yes 
Mr. Toomey - Yes  
   

 Yes – 5 No – 0 
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17. On a motion by Mr. Amaral, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to approve a Lead Nurse position 

and a Special Education Facilitator position. 
 
Yes – 5 No – 0 
 

18. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to approve an increase to the 
school lunch pricing as submitted. 
 
Yes - 5 No – 0 
 

19. On a motion by Mr. Amaral, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to approve an account for the 
Class of 2022. 
 
Yes – 5 No – 0 
 

20. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to approve a 2% Cost of Living 
Increase for all staff. 
 
Yes – 5 No – 0 
 

21. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to adopt the final operating and 
capital costs budget commencing July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020 in the amount of $41,040,614 
which includes a transfer of $400,000 from E&D into the FY20 Capital Renovations Line. 

 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Mr. Amaral - Yes   Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes 
Dr. Marland - Yes   Mr. Shea - Yes 
Mr. Toomey - Yes  
   

 Yes – 5 No – 0 
 
22. On a motion by Mr. Amaral, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to approve the assessments to the 

City of New Bedford and the Towns of Dartmouth and Fairhaven as follows: 
 
  Dartmouth - $4,662,330 
  Fairhaven -   1,944,702 
  New Bedford -   5,471,998 
 

A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Mr. Amaral - Yes   Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes 
Dr. Marland - Yes   Mr. Shea - Yes 
Mr. Toomey - Yes  
   

 Yes – 5 No – 0 
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23. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Dr. Marland, it was voted not to participate in School Choice 
for FY 2019/2020 due to being oversubscribed by applicants from within the district. 

 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Mr. Amaral - Yes   Mrs. Ribeiro - Yes 
Dr. Marland - Yes   Mr. Shea - Yes 
Mr. Toomey - Yes  
   

 Yes – 5 No – 0 
 
24. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Amaral, it was moved to approve Out of State Travel for  

Track Athletes. 
 
Yes – 5 No - 0 
 

25. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Mrs. Ribeiro, it was moved to approve the Student Handbook  
for the 2019/20 school year. 
 
Yes – 5 No – 0 
  

26. On a motion by Mr. Toomey, seconded by Dr. Marland, it was moved to approve the minutes of the  
April 9, 2019 meeting. 

 
 Yes – 5 No – 0 

 
27. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Toomey, it was moved to receive and place on file the

 following communications: 
 
1. Advisory Dinner – April 10, 2019 
2. Health Insurance Rates & Changes for 2019/20 
3. Plymouth County OPEB Trust – March 25, 2019 
4. Calendar of Events 

 
 Yes – 5 No – 0 
  
28. On a motion by Mrs. Ribeiro, seconded by Mr. Amaral, it was moved to adjourn.  
 
 Yes – 5 No – 0 
 
       Adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
 
       Secretary for the Committee 


